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NATIONAL FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE BOARD Z— ,_

—
NFIB-9.2/62
6 February 1980
MEMORANDUM FOR MATIONAL FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE BOARD
STATINTleron : I
' ecretary
SUBJECT 3 Requests for Intelligence Information (U)

The attached letter and enclosure from the Comptroller General of the

United States to the Director of Central Intelligence are forwarded for your:

information and guidance. (U)

Attachments
As Stated

7
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COMPTROLL.E:';! GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 0348

Attachment to
NFIB-9.2/62
6 February 1980“w”

The Honorable Stansfield Turner
Director, gantral Intelligency Agency

Dear Ad Ayirdey

Following up on our earlier conversations, I am enclosing
a copy of my memorandum of today concerning requests of the
General Accounting Office for intelligence information as well
as the handling of that information by GAO.

I understand that the contents of the memorandum have
been discussed with your staff, and that CIA will advise the
other intelligence agencies of our policy. '

Since ours,

Lurar

Comptrolter General
of the United States

(29 January 1980)

Enclosure
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UNITED STATES GOVERINMENT GENE_RAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE
o ; ’ Attachment to )
Memorandum Attachment

6 February 1980

\

TO : Heads of Divisions and Offices

rroM : Comptroller General ;éiﬁn;_&. 4 @é’,ﬁé

SUBJECT: Requests for Intelligence Information

Because of the importance of protecting intelligence sources and
methods from unauthorized disclosure, the responsibility for which is
codified in the National Security Act of 1947, as amended (50 U.S.C.
$§401-412) and Executive Order No. 12036, January 24, 1978, GAQ must
exercise particular care in planning, conducting, and reporting on
work involving intelligence activity and intelligence product of the
Government.

As a general rule, GAO will seek access to information concerning
intelligence activity only when access is needed (1) to enable us to be
responsive to a specific request of the chairman of a committee or
(2) when, in accordance with explicit understanding between GAQ and
an agency, access is needed to adequately evaluate the effectiveness,
efficiency and economy of certain operations. In these cases, GAO
may also seek access to intelligence product.

On all other assignments, GAQO, as a general rule, will seek access
only to intelligence product. GAO*does not seek access to intelligence
product to evaluate its accuracy, adequacy -or quality. Without access
to this information, however, our reports could be incomplete, erroneous,
and possibly misleading. Having access does not necessarily mean.we will
include highly sensitive intelligence information in our reports, but we
will at least have the benefit of knowing the full story in deciding what
our opinion should be and what we should, and should not, report. In any
case in which a determination is made that it would be useful to include
or reference sensitive intelligence information in a report, the GAD staff
and the agency staff will reach agreement on the use of such information
in the report. In the event such agreement cannot be reached, the matter
will be brought to the attention of the Comptroiler General for
appropriate discussion with the agency head.
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In handling intelligence information, GAO will strictly adhere
to the security standards of the agency from which it was obtained.
In all cases, the agency will be asked to indicate the appropriate
security classification of the information provided. In the case
of special compartmented intelligence information, we will not
remove the material from the agency involved without the express
approval of the agency.

Requasts for clearance of GAOQ staff for access to special compart-
mented intelligence information will be made only after approval by the
Comptroller General or the Deputy Comptroller General. Requests for
access to special compartmented intelligence information by those hold-
ing clearances will be approved by the cognizant division director on
an assignment-by-assignment basis. Where there may be special sensi-
_tivity regarding new assignments which may involve compartmented
intelligence information, the division director will advise th
Comptroller General before approving the assignment. :

In order to maintain proper liaison with the intelligence agencies,
the following persons are designated for liaison purposes:

Martin J. Fitzgerald, OCR -— Senate and House
' Intelligence Committees
Frank C. Conahan, ID -- CIA
Jevome H. Stolarow, PSAD -- DIA
Donald J. Horan, LCD --  MSA

Requests for clearance of GAO staff for access to special com-
partmented intelligence information, after approval by the Comptroller .
Ceneral or the Deputy Comptroller General, will be made to the Central
Intelligence Agency by the designated GAO liaison official for that
agency. A1l other contacts with the agencies should be made through
the designated liaison officials. - '

1 have assured the Director'of Central Intelligence that the
above procedures will be followed closely.

(29 January 1980)
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